
 
 
 
 

 
President’s Report 
 
Once more Gibsons Public Art Gallery has had a banner year 

under the leadership of our multi-talented and active Board 

and particularly with thanks always to the untiring efforts of 

Pat Drope, past president and founding Board member.    

2010 began with another first: Visions of Home, a joint 

fundraising project with Habitat for Humanity Sunshine Coast. 

Thanks to the tireless efforts of Deborah Pepper and Murray 

Drope, Ron Pepper and the people of Habitat, longtime 

supporter and auctioneer Ed Hill (see the new GPAG EcoBag), 

50 incredibly generous artists who donated works, our 

outstanding sponsors and a stellar team of volunteers, each 

organization raised over $6000. 
 

Board member Joanna MacKenzie-Enga expanded her 

successful Shout Out youth exhibition and piloted another 

GPAG programme by recruiting guest lecturer Kristjana 

Gunnars and partner Per Winther for a series entitled 

Understanding Contemporary Art Movements. The series 

proved to be very popular and had a bonus outcome: 

Kristjana and Per joined the Board. You can see the influence 

of their participation in support in the direction and 

administration of the Gallery and in new efforts to help GPAG 

become self-supporting.  
 

The Gallery was packed for a Saturday afternoon concert with 

the outstanding François Koh (guitar) and Dominic Woo 

(violin). In June, the Jazz Society approached GPAG to host 

popular vocalist Jacquie Allen and accompanists. Watch for 

more special events like this.   
 

Another first - popular Gibsons Landing restaurants joined     

9 galleries and shops for Art Stroll in the Landing attracting 

stollers with specials. Four delighted winners took home 

prizes –donated artworks and restaurant vouchers. Thanks to 

the energetic efforts of Art  Stroll  co-

ordinator Manon Staiger who brings 

valuable gallery experience to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the GPAG team, and to our summer student, Claire Fearnley. 
 

Murray Drope took over as Treasurer this year and has done 

a formidable job. Plus, in his not-so-spare time, he is the 

hands-on recycling manager for Habitat for Humanity Gibsons 

and the Gallery’s property manager. Murray is a major 

supporter of GPAG’s new Zero-Waste management policy.  
 

Sheila Mullen steadfastly organizes our receptions with quiet 

and determined efficiency and is a good friend to us all. Our 

thanks also to Julie Skippon and Nancy Hache, both busy 

people in the community who have made their support 

available to the Gallery.  
 

Thanks to Linda Mayhew who always greets you with a smile 

to answers visitors’ queries in the Gallery or on the phone 

while she graciously co-ordinates the volunteer attendants. 

Regular attendant volunteer, Lydia LeMay also works behind 

the scenes as GPAG website administrator.  
 

Bringing other invaluable skills to the Gallery is our gifted 

professional photographer and Vice-President Paul Clancy.  

Paul regularly documents exhibitions and events for in-gallery 

video viewing and the archives. Very many of the images on 

the GPAG website, our posters and this report, are Paul’s. 

He’s also the man behind the invitational exhibition 

"Homecoming" which will feature Sunshine Coast artists now 

living elsewhere.  
 

Thank you to our emerging and established artists, our 

generous volunteers, donors and sponsors for your support. If 

you have a comment, a suggestion or an hour or two to 

spare, I encourage you to step forward – your ideas and 

energy are always welcome and appreciated as the power 

that makes this volunteer operated Gallery an inspiring, 

growing and evolving asset to our community.  

 

            Rod Olafson, President 

 

 

 
 
 
  Ed Hill ▪ Carmen Dixon ▪ Ken Lee, Deborah Pepper, Teryl Mullock  ▪  Ron Pepper 

                                              Betty Masson , Rod Olafson  ▪  Kristjana Gunnars, Per Winther  
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Treasurer’s Report  
 
The Gallery has had a good year.   
The Financial Statements are a public record and are available to anyone 
who is interested. The Highlights of our Financial Statement are: 
 

Revenues:   $38,800. 
Expenses $31,000 
Excess   $  7,800 
    

Among the many generous business sponsors and private donors we thank, 
we recognize particularly the support of these grantors: 

  
  Town of Gibsons ($3,000)  
  Canada Summer Jobs ($2,109) 

Gibsons Rotary Club ($480) 
The SCRD ($1,000)  
Area E & F ($500)  
SC Credit Union ($1,650)         

 

This public gallery is supported by Memberships, Donors, Sponsors and 
Grants. All are essential to this Gallery’s survival.  But it is important to 
know that most of the funding goes back into this community to pay 
service providers, staff and contract employees and to purchase 
maintenance supplies, exhibition and installation materials, reception 
refreshments, office equipment, furniture, and art supplies for classes. 
GPAG also participates in local community organizations paying 
membership to the CCA and the SC Volunteer Bureau. Your public art 
gallery is truly an integral part of the local economy. 
 
Notably, the GPAG partnership with Habitat for Humanity was a huge 
success as an arts exhibition and community event, and essential to the 
operation of the gallery in light of government funding cut-backs.  
 
Thanks to the following sponsors: 
Cozy Homes Fireplaces   The Coast Reporter 
Regency Infiniti, North Vancouver Matthew Kliewer Painting 
Genworth Financial     
 
and supporters:  
Listel Hotel, Vancouver   Marketplace IGA 
Industrial-Alliance Pacific  Leo’s Tapas & Grill 
Vital Signs     Westwind Gallery 
Waltzing Whippet    Bronwen Payerle Pastries 
Dundee Securities - Alex Albrecht Artist Sherry Cooper 

 

                                   Murray Drope, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Art Classes  
 

19 children attended the annual Spring 
Break classes taught by Miyuki Shinkai  
 
Thanks to Canada Summer Jobs and  
Gibsons Rotary Club grants GPAG was 
able to employ Emily Carr art student 
Claire Fearnley (rt) to work as Gallery 
Attendant, Assistant and teacher for  
the annual Summer Art Classes.  

 

The Art of Hospitality 
We have had a very good year. Every show 
and event has had a special reception 
because of the generosity of the Board, 
artists, volunteers and friends who help. 
Our numbers are increasing. We have 
always had over 60 people, recently over 
100. Thank you and please continue to 
support our efforts.  
                                    Sheila Mullen 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Tea 
Volunteer Co-ordinator Linda Mayhew once 
again organized this April event to thank, 
with a gift card and cake, the women and 
men who so generously give their time as 
Gallery Attendants. 
 
 

Canada Day Bag of Books Sale  
Once again the sidewalk stalls overflowed 
with donated books and buyers filling their 
GPAG bags for a successful sale. Thanks to 
the SC Credit Union grant and the 
generosity of Ed Hill in allowing GPAG to 
use his Chaster Park at Sunset image on 
the new order of cotton bags.  

Abstract Art Class for Adults       
9 adults enrolled and enjoyed  a weekend 
class with Vancouver teacher Zoe Pawlak. 
Revenue was divided 75% to the teacher, 
25% to the Gallery.  

Gibsons Public Art Gallery gratefully 

acknowledges the financial support of 
 
 

   GOVERNMENT OF CANADA  
   

                       
    TOWN OF GIBSONS           SUNSHINE COAST 
    REGIONAL DISTRICT 
 

      ROTARY CLUB  
       OF GIBSONS 

                  
            

    Total Grants Income:  $ 8,739. 
 
 

    Total Sponsorship Income:  $ 2,200. 
 
 

    Total Income from Anonymous  
    and Private Donors:   $ 3,250. 
 

    Total Memberships  $ 2,685. 
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GPAG ‘Art Café’ with Kristjana Gunnars: 
‘Understanding Contemporary Art Movements’ 

 

The lecture/discussion series was introduced with a free 
introductory talk Dec. 1, 2010 followed by seven 2-hr. 
presentations January through July 2011. 

The series quickly sold out at $35. to a space-limited 
number of 40 participants, absentee space permitting 
single event tickets were sold for $7.50.  Revenue was 
divided 75% for presenter Kristjana and 25% for GPAG. 
The gallery was able to meet all predicted expenses.  
 
The ‘Art Café’ series seems in retrospect very timely. The 
role of art in today’s culture is discussed almost daily on 
the radio, in newspapers and websites. Kristjana’s talks 
provided an in depth, broad stroke of understanding to 
contextualize these current discussions. 
 
Suggestions for future series included talks on Public Art, 
art marketing, self promotion and social networking.  A 
‘Salon’ sharing images and a ‘Social Night’ where artists 
get to know each other were also suggested. With this 
venture being received so well, I hope to continue the ‘Art 
Café’ model for talking about art as a community. 
 
Thank you to the presenters and everyone who helped:  
Videographer Hanif Janmohamed; set-up coordinators 
Rod Olafson, Per Winther, Paul Clancy, Pat Drope; 
hospitality Sheila Mullen and Pat Drope. And all the 
participants for coming, discussing and lending a hand 
when needed. Last but not least, Bjorn Enga and Kamaira 
Kuling for taking such good care of Acesea and Landseer 
while I participated. Thank you all, what a blessing! 
 

                                            Joanna Mackenzie-Enga  

 

‘Shout Out 2’ 
A celebration of young peoples art 

 

Art work was submitted from artists between the ages of 
2 and 19. They were invited to show up to three original 
works of art. 65 young people participated showing close 
to 200 pieces of art work! 
 
The young artists met three local artist/mentor/curators: 
Riley McFerrin, Sara Gillingham and Sandy Buck. They 
were invited to learn how to curate by participating in 
hanging the show and also to spend time admiring and 
discussing their art works with the mentor artists. 
 
A reception was held, Friday March 11, from 3:30-
6:30pm, where family and friends came to celebrate the 
colourful and inspiring show. A $10 gift card for art 
supplies from Tanglewood gallery was given to each 
participating young artist. 
 
Thank-you to the whole GPAG board for supporting and 
championing this show. Thanks to Paul Clancy for 
photographing the event and helping with publicity. 
Thank-you to Pat Drope for creating the reference sheet 
of all the names and titles of the art work hanging in the 
show and, with Per Winther, working behind the scenes to 
maintain funding for the children’s programming of the 
gallery.  Thanks to Sheila Mullen and Pat for helping with 
the reception and thank-you to the parents for helping 
organize their children to participate and for bringing food 
for the reception. Please note that this year’s reception 
was a ‘zero waste’ reception with all juice boxes recycled 
and food waste composted! 
 

Thank-you to Paula O’Brien from Kidzsmart, Richelle & 
Les Kadulski from Tanglewood Gallery, Nancy McCaw 
from Sunnycrest Mall and Dr. Andrew & Pam Mackenzie. 
With your support we were able to meet all our expenses. 
 

A big thank-you to all the young artists who participated. 
Your creations made the show such a huge success. 
See you all next year! 
 

                                         Joanna Mackenzie-Enga  

Joanna & Sara Gillingham                                   Sandy Buck                                                            
Sandy Buck ( 
 

Mentor-Curator Riley McFerrin 
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Renew your GPAG membership now 
 

   Memberships:     Individual - $20. 
   Family of four - $35    Student - $10.  
 

                         Special thanks to 6-yr. old artist Clara for permission to use her  
                      delightful top-hatted gold fish for the 2012 Membership Card.  

 

What a great show Happy Hour is! This is just one great example of why our 
group is honoured to be part of showcasing and encouraging our local community's 
talent to be recognized "in-house". GPAG volunteers work selflessly to enhance both 
the opportunities for artists and build community. Our financial contribution is a 
token of our appreciation for the grassroots approach that the GPAG takes. Our 
membership in the organization is key to appreciating the scope and energy of the 
group and the diversity of local artists. Keep up the wonderful work.  
                                                    Don Bland, Emery Bland (dentists)  
                                                      and Mary Findlay (dental hygienist/manager) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gibsons Public Art Gallery 

 

In Historic Gibsons Landing 
201 - 287 Gower Point Road 
or from Molly's Lane  
 
 

Mailing Address: 

      Gibsons Public Art Gallery 

      P.O. Box 1576 
      Gibsons, British Columbia    
      V0N 1V0 
 
Website:  

www.gibsonspublicartgallery.ca 
 
 

Contact:   gpag@dccnet.com   
            604.886.0531 

 
Gallery Hours 
Summer: 11 am – 4pm 
Winter: 12 Noon – 4 pm 
Closed Tuesdays & Wednesdays 

 
Reg. Non-Profit Society #S-46542 
 

 
2010 – 11  Board of Directors 

Rod Olafson, President 
Paul Clancy, Vice Pres. 
W. Murray Drope, Treasurer 
Past-President: Patricia Drope 
Directors: 

Nancy Hache 
Kristjana Gunnars 
Joanna Mackenzie-Enga 
Sheila Mullen 
Julie Skippon 
Per Winther 

 

Volunteer Co-ordinator 
Linda Mayhew 

 

Property Manager 

Murray Drope 
 

Webmaster 
Lydia LeMay 

 

Curatorial Team Jury 
Jan Adaskin 
Paul Clancy 
Kristjana Gunnars 
Marcia Mason 
Paula O’Brien  
Per Winther  

 
 

2011 EXHIBITIONS   Gallery Attendance 6249 
 
Jan 27 – Feb. 28 
Cheering the Goddess: Katie Janyk In bas-relief sculpture, Janyk captured the 
essential serenity and power of the omnipresent Goddess figure. 
 

Mar 7 – Mar 28 
Shout Out: This popular Young People’s Art Show highlighted the works of 
emerging young talents in all mediums. Made possible by the generous support of 
Dr. Mackenzie, Inc. Vancouver; Kidzsmart Inc., the Merchants of Sunnycrest Mall 
and Tanglewood Studio, Gibsons. 
 

Mar. 31 – May 2 
Point/Counterpoint: Paul Clancy Intriguing balance of framed photography, 
animated and digital imagery asks how we will view the future.  
Thanks to sponsor Casey’s Country Gardens, Sechelt. 
 

May 05 – June 6 
Altered:  Mother Artists/ Artist Mothers Show & Events featured Sandy Buck – 
Performance, Danielle Arsenault & Natalie Grambow – Visual, Angela Somerset 
and Shiloh Sukkau – Mixed Media. 
 

June 9 – July 12 
Stone Tides & Haiku: Ian Hooley & Hilary Stephens. Stone sculptures and 
interpretive landscape photographs captured the ocean’s deep interplay of light 
and wind.  
 

July 14 – Aug 16 
Salmon Cycles:  Megan Dulcie Dill. Evocative oil on wood images of life in the 
depths of Coastal waters.   
 

Aug 18 – Sept 26 
A Happy Hour: In glassworks, paintings and sculpture artists Susan Furze, Jan 
Poynter and Coralie Swaney interpreted shared stories of extraordinary ‘happy 
hours’. Thanks to sponsor Dr. Donald Bland/Mary Findlay, Gibsons 
 

Sept 29 - Oct. 31 
Watercolours: in partnership with the Sunshine Coast Musem & Archives 
The lifetime works of Mel Kero.  
 
In the HarbourView Room Thanks to a Rotary Club of Gibsons grant in 2009, 
GPAG added an additional space for exhibitions of works by emerging artists 
recommended by the Curatorial Jury, special exhibitions and events displays. 
 
Jan 27 – Feb 28   Dean Van't Schip Photography  
Mar 7 – Mar 28   Emmanuel (Noli) Samaras 'A Celebration depicting 

Human Ingenuity in Electronics and Plastics" 
March 31 – May 2  Linda Frimer "Living Earth" paintings  
May 5 – June 6    Sarah Lipi: "The Pure Love" Digital photography  
Aug 18 – Sept 26  Suzy Naylor: "The Art of Dy(e)ing Leaves" acrylics  
Sept 29 – Oct 31  Larissa Hsia : "Watercolours"  
Nov 3 – Nov 21   Frank Proctor Nature paintings by a WW2 veteran. 
   Sponsored by Gibsons Legion, Branch 109. 


